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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 


April 3, 1968 
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MEMORANDUM FOR MR. RO 



THROUGH: Bill Jorden 



SUBJECT: Clean-up batter on the "20th parallel 11 issue 

The Hanoi offer of a meeting gets us out from under the cloud caused by 
the confusion over the bombing limitation. It does not, however, undo 
the damage that was done. And if we are going into a series of talks 
it is essential that the President regain the high moral position estab¬ 
lished by his Sunday speech. The 2 0th parallel mess somewhat tarnished 
that position -- but Hanoi's acceptance gives us a chance to regain the 
lost ground and more. 

Attached is a statement which would, I believe, completely explain the 
language used by the President in announcing the bombing pause. It 
would also serve to underline the wisdom and selflessness with which 
the President approaches the problem of peace. Finally, it should 
serve to chasten and restrain the instant critics who are such a burden 
to the President and who will be so serious a problem if we get into 
serious negotiations. 

I believe the attached statement will serve these purposes. However, 
it will do so only'if it is used quickly, preferably today and certainly 
no later than tomorrow. I would suggest that the statement be given 
out to selected correspondents on a background basis, attributable to 
"sources close to the President. " 
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